A Commentary on Being Mindful - Always

“Maybe | didn’t love you Quite as often as | could have
And maybe | didn’t treat you Quite as good as | should have
Little things | should have said and done
| just never took the time
You were always on my mind. You were always on my mind.”
-Willie Nelson

In ten minutes Wayne Carson, seated at his kitchen table, wrote You Were Always On My Mind.
This mind song was set aside for about a year when a record producer asked Wayne to
complete it. After struggling to make his lyrics work, he enlisted the help of his friends, John

Christopher and Mark James.

Eventually recorded by dozens of artists, the song was ultimately given to Elvis. His version,
recorded in 1972, was a timely tribute to his wife, Priscilla, from whom he was recently
separated. Listening to the song with that in mind, the heartbreak and pain of divorce
permeates Elvis” words. | don’t think I'd be pushing the envelope to hypothesize that his
rendition of the song falls in the category of a melodic apology to his wife. Unfortunately, too

little, too late.

In the spring of 1972, the song was recorded by country artist, Willie Nelson. It skyrocketed to
number one on Billboard’s Hot Country singles chart. Entrenched there for 21 weeks it would
go on to win numerous awards including a platinum rating by the Recording Industry

Association of America (RIAA).

In the title of this song, the word that catches my attention is: always. Some consider words
such as this — never, forever, constantly, everybody — blanket generalizations, extremes or
absolutes. | can remember telling my father, “Everyone is going to the movies. Why can’t I?”
Looking at me sardonically he snapped, “And if everybody jumped off the Brooklyn Bridge,
would you do it too?” That was my first encounter with absolutes. Needless to say, | used the

same line on my children, too, when they would plead to me in a similar manner.



In the midst of our culture, with diminishing absolutes in favor of one’s own personal values,
we should rest assured that we have a God of absolutes. Good and evil, right and wrong, never

and always. No shades of gray here.

He has the power to do everything. “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can
be thwarted.” (Job 42:2). He rules over all he has created. He is in all places, all the time. “Who
can hide in secret places so that | cannot see them?” declares the Lord.” (Jeremiah 23:24)
Nothing is hidden from him — past, present or future. He knows all things. “If our hearts
condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.” (1 John

3:20) That includes things that exist (the entire) universe and all things potential (the future).

| think God wants us to remember his absolute sovereignty every day. Maybe that’s why the
word never appears in the Bible 362 times. He will never again destroy all living creatures. He
will never break his covenant. The earth, that he set on its foundations, can never be moved. His

words will never pass away.

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with
you, he will never leave you nor forsake you.
Do not be afraid. Do not be discouraged.”

-Deuteronomy 31:8

God does not disappoint, disappear or desert. He is constant. He is single-minded, unwavering,
devoted and dedicated. YOU are always on HIS mind. We are the objects of thought in his

Divine mind — always were and always will be.

| think one of the reasons this song attained such popularity is that each of us can identify with
the disappointment it exudes. We know all about diversions and distractions. When given the

opportunity to show Christ’s love to others, we have not had a one-track mind. Our lack of



focus draws us away from spending time in his Word and prayer. The major sporting events,
blockbuster movies, newest releases by our favorite recording artist and reality TV shows
consume our lives. Dedication to our job supersedes devotion to our family. Our commitment
to faith in Christ ebbs and flows. Over time, that molehill of disappointment turns into a

mountain of regret.

If you watch Elvis singing this song, you can see the pain etched on his despondent face.
Perhaps the price of fame, fortune and alleged unfaithfulness cost him his family? It’s safe to
say that his wife Priscilla absolutely was not always on his mind. At those moments in time,
Elvis lost sight of the absolutes. His awareness of right and wrong was clouded. Don’t get me
wrong. | think she was on his mind, but in varying degrees — ranging from deep obsessiveness
to apathy — out of sight, out of mind. The difference between the two reminds me of the

contrast of colors on those little strips of paper showing paint samples.

During those moments that he would later regret, she probably didn’t cross his mind until it
was too late. Perhaps that is why he broodingly recorded this song. With each word that he
sang, he relived those nights on tour that he had left her behind. At times, she was halfway
across the world caring for their daughter, Lisa Marie. Her loneliness and the pain of long
separations grew. She began feeling forsaken or deserted. He was on her mind — probably not

the other way around at times.

Lonely. Disappointed. Brooding. Regretful. Doubting. We don’t have to fritter or fret about
these things. Our God is one of absolutes. He never leaves us. God is never unfaithful. He
satisfies our needs and never disappoints (Isaiah 58:10). He tells us not to worry or brood
(Matthew 6:34). Regret? Doubt? He always has a Scriptural antidote. You are always on his

mind. Is he always on yours?



